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2020 Flower Show  

Delaware Valley  

Fern and Wildflower Society  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

P hiladelphia Flower Show Riviera Holiday is February 29th through March 

8th.  

Our exhibit for 2020 is entitled ñFerns in a Mediterranean Breezeò.  But donôt be 

fooled.  As an educational exhibit, our plants are exempt from the theme        

constraints. PHS would rather visitors learn about plants they can actually grow. 

A variety of indoor ferns as houseplants will be on plant stands around the sliver 

of a Mediterranean terrace.    

Native wildflowers will be mixed in with the outdoor native ferns as companion 

plants.  

In addition, native bee houses will be placed around the garden to remind our 

visitors that a healthy garden welcomes insects by providing habitat and shelter 

for raising young.  Since no live ñcrittersò are allowed in the convention hall, the       

filled tubes will merely resemble larvae overwintering in our garden awaiting 

spring.  Native bees and other insects pollinate flowers to make seeds for the 

coming year.   

Behind the scenes:   

As of mid-January, the young ferns and wildflowers are busy emerging under 

lights in the warmth at PHS Meadowbrook Farm.  Rick Reynolds will make  

strategic plant additions in the weeks leading up to set-up day. 

David Green at Primex Garden Center has agreed to supply a variety of native 

bee houses, partnering with us in our exhibit.   

Set-up will be on Wednesday February 26, 10 am. (This is a change from the  

previously announced 1 pm.)  Plants will arrive on Tuesday while a few of our 

ñconstruction engineersò are  building a wall.  Unwrapping, grooming  and plant-

ing will start at 10 am Wednesday. We hope to see you there.  Hoagies will be 

provided for lunch.  Contact Leslie Morris Smith if you plan to come.                                                        
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Snowdrop 

Galanthus nivalis  

Photo by  

Kim A. Sheridan 

https://www.thespruce.com/flower-facts-about-snowdrops-2132563
https://www.thespruce.com/flower-facts-about-snowdrops-2132563
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Fern Tenders (formerly ñsittersò) are our ambassadors 

for DVFWS.  They welcome people to our display, 

answer questions to the best of their ability, or offer 

reference material. Ambassadors can write down  

questions to look up later and e-mail the answer to the 

visitor.  They also indicate our activities ðfield trips, 

meetings with programs, and hand out brochures to 

people who are interested in joining.  

There are 9 days and 3 shifts (4 on weekends) each 

day with two people tending each shift.  That makes 

60 helpers needed!  Sign up started at our November 

meeting and 41 slots are filled.  Five people signed up 

for two shifts on different days, so you know this is 

really a lot of fun.  

One of the perks of being a Fern Tender is that you get 

a ticket that gets you into the show before the public 

arrives at 10 am (8 am on weekends). This allows you 

time to see much of the show without the crowds.  

You may bring a friend to sit with you or be placed 

with another DVFWS member. If convenient,        

consider volunteering two or more days. Tickets will 

be mailed February 18th.  

These are the times that need to be filled: 

  Sat.   2/29  8-1 1   2 people 

  Sat.   2/29  6-8     2 people 

  Sun.   3/1   6-9     2 people 

  Mon.  3/2  6-9     2 people   

  Thurs. 3/5  2-6     1 person 

  Thurs. 3/5  6-9     2 people 

  Fri.      3/6  2-6    1 person 

  Fri.      3/6  6-9    1 person 

  Sat. 3/7  8-11  2 people 

           Sat.      3/7  11-2  1 person 

           Sun.     3/8  8-11  2 people 

           Sun.     3/8   3-6   1 person 

Please call or email Janet Whitefield to reserve a spot.   

610-584-5158  jntwhite863@gmail.com  

 

 

 

(Flower Show continued from page 1) 

Tear down is Sunday March 8th 6:30 pm immedi-

ately after the close of the show. To volunteer Leslieôs    

contact information is 215-805-2591 or 

leslm5791@gmail.com  

Birdôs Nest Fern, one of the  many           

unusual ferns for our display. 

Mason Bee house 
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Spring Meeting March 21, 2020   

Refreshments needed!  

If you would like to contribute a finger food for 

the refreshments for the March meeting,            

please contact Mary Carr.  610-933-6352 or 

marycarr104@gmail.com.   

Cheese, crackers, fruit, cookies, cake, donut holes, 

etc are always welcome!  Coffee and hot water are 

supplied by Morris Arboretum  

T he March meeting of the DVFWS will be held on Saturday, March 21, 10 am at Morris         

Arboretum Bloomfield Farm, Magnolia Room. 100 E 

Northwestern Ave, Philadelphia. Directions: 

www.morrisarboretum.org/visit_directions.shtml    

The entrance is directly across the road from the main 

gate to Morris and will open at 9:30 am.  

Program begins at 10 am with a speaker from Natural 

Lands, Kirsten Werner, Senior Director of Communi-

cations. 

Our new liaison at Morris will be introduced.   

Ferns from the Flower Show will be sold by silent  

auction.  Bring cash or your checkbook.  

You are welcome to walk around the arboretum after 

the meeting.  

Hope to see you there!  

-ÏÒÒÉÓ !ÒÂÏÒÅÔÕÍ ÈÁÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ 

0ÁÍÅÌÁ -ÏÒÒÉÓ /ÌÓÈÅÆÓËÉ   
ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ ,ÁÎÄÓ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒȢ  3ÈÅ ÉÓ 

ÁÌÓÏ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× &ÅÒÎ Ǫ 7ÉÌÄУÌÏ×ÅÒ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 

ÌÉÁÉÓÏÎȢ 3ÈÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ $ÅÌÁ×ÁÒÅ 2ÉÖÅÒ 

+ÅÅÐÅÒ ÕÎÔÉÌ φττυȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

!ÒÂÏÒÅÔÕÍ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ ,ÁÎÄÓ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

,ÅÁÄÅÒȢ )Î φτυυ ÓÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÐÁÒÔ 

ÔÉÍÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ #ÕÒÁÔÏÒÉÁÌ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ 

ÈÁÖÅ Á ÍÏÒÅ УÌÅØÉÂÌÅ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ 

ÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ .Ï× ÓÈÅ΄Ó ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÕÌÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ ,ÁÎÄÓȢ 

0ÁÍ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÁÔ 

ÐÁÍÅÌÁΆÕÐÅÎÎȢÅÄÕȢ 

Our ferns being forced for the Flower Show      

at Meadowbrook Farm 

mailto:marycarr104@gmail.com

