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DVFWS Field Trip  
of May 22, 2010, 10:00A.M. 
Meeting  Place:   The trip will begin at the home 

of George & Bobbie Makovetz,                                                   
481 Rittenhouse Blvd.,               
Norristown, PA  19403 

Trip Coordinators:  George & Bobbie Makovetz 

RSVP Required:   Phone:  610-539-0985 or                
  E-Mail:     
                 GMakovetz@MSN.COM 

When you leave a message, 
please indicate the names of 
each of the people who will be 
coming and how you would like 
to contacted in case of severe 
weather or an emergency.  

Agenda: 

10:00 A.M.   Tour of the gardens of Bob 
Butera and Marilyn Sifford in 
Jeffersonville, PA (a quarter 
mile away). 

11:45 A.M.    Short tour of the ferns of 
George & Bobbie Makovetz, 
followed by a buffet lunch 
(provided by George &                
Bobbie). 

1:00 P.M.    A trip to Jenkins Arboretum 
in Devon, approximately 20 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Your editor, 
John Scott 

Come to a DVFWS  
Weekend Foray at PEEC 
October 1-3, 2010  
Friday evening to Sunday noon,                
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Dear Members and Friends of the Delaware Valley Fern and Wildflower Society, 

If winter is a time of stasis, spring is the season of hope and promise.  Spring doesn’t come in 
quickly or easily.  It comes incrementally, sometimes capriciously, and often temperamentally.  
Then one day, we begin to see just the tips of bluebells and trout lilies poking through the leaf 
litter; a small, single rhubarb leaf peeks through the mulch; buds begin to swell in the orchard; 
robins pull out worms from the grass; and our resident vireo thinks again about trying to build 
its nest in our shed.  Now, as we write, spring is in full flower, and we rejoice in all of its glory. 

Our favorite harbinger of spring is the Philadelphia International Flower Show, as it is now 
known, and once again DVFWS has been made proud by our outstanding, trophy winning          
exhibit shepherded from conception to execution by our dedicated architect, Tom Tomer.  We 
received two awards – PHS Award of Distinction for the Second-Highest Point Score: Plant 
Societies and Special Achievement of the Garden Club Federation of Pennsylvania – exhibits 
under 1,000 square feet.  Congratulations to Tom and his outstanding team and a heart-felt 
thank you to all who contributed.  The list is long, which shows that our flower show exhibit is 
truly a team effort.   

Our February meeting featured guest speaker was Greg Gagliano, Backyard Habitat                    
Coordinator for the Delaware Nature Society.  Greg spoke on “Native Plants in the Shade   
Garden,” emphasizing the point that all of us, regardless of the size or scope of our garden, 
can make a very real difference in developing and introducing native plants in the landscape.  
We may start on a small scale, but if enough like-minded folks do the same, we could have a 
green revolution!  (Not Greg’s words; mine!)  Following Greg’s presentation, there was lively 
input from members in the audience, once again proving that our meetings are invigorating, 
informative, and very entertaining!  (See our full meeting report from our new co-secretary, 
Kathy Klein who will share secretarial duties with Jean Weiler.) 

Spring for the DVFWS means the beginning of Field Trip Season.  Thanks to Clara Bondinell, 
our vice-president, we have an outstanding array of field trips for 2010.  First up on April 10, 
was a tour of the nationally renowned nature preserve, Bowman’s Hill, located in beautiful    
New Hope, PA, and a delightful excursion it was.  Our next field trip is scheduled for May 22, 
and this promises to be yet another outstanding event as we visit a private garden that has 
been on the Pennsylvania Horticultural Garden Tour and has been written up in “Montgomery 
County Magazine.”  Following the garden tour, we will have a picnic at hosts George and          
Bobbie Makovetz home, followed by a visit to Jenkins Arboretum.   This is one event you will 
not want to miss.  We hope to see and meet you at one or more of our interesting and               
informative field trips.  An opportunity to participate in these trips is one of the outstanding          
reasons for joining DVFWS.  Come on out!  Meet new and interesting people, learn more than 
you ever thought possible about horticulture, and have lots of fun doing it! 

This is a very special year for DVFWS.  It is our 35th anniversary, and in celebration of that  
momentous event, our fall meeting will take place on October 23, 2010 , instead of our usual 
November meeting. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  This will be a luncheon dinner meeting to be 
held at Williamson Restaurant in Horsham, PA.  In addition to lunch, there will be guest              
speakers, displays, door prizes, and more.  More information will be forthcoming as we near 
the date.  You will not want to miss this!   

In the meantime, enjoy your spring, your garden, and don’t work too hard! 

      Warm regards to all, 

��
���

�����������������  

 
About DVFWS 

 

The purpose of the DVFWS shall be 
to encourage the enjoyment of ferns 
and wildflowers by cultivating and 
propagating them in the home and 
garden; by studying them in their wild  
habitats, gardens, and conservatories; 
by promoting their conservation and 
preservation, and by providing a    
forum for the exchange of  
information and expertise. 
 

Officers: 
 
PRESIDENT 
Roselynn & David Malarek  
rlmal@verizon.net 
 
VICE PRESIDENT   
Donna Wilhelm 
donnawilhelm@verizon.net 
 
TREASURER    
Alice-Blake Simonson    
asbjj28@yahoo.com 
 
SECRETARY    
Audrey Dvonch   
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
John Scott 
Layout Gill Martin 
 
WEB MASTER 
johnscott302@aol.com 
 
Web site: www.dvfws.org 
 

 

Membership in the DVFWS is  
open to anyone who is interested          
in ferns and wildflowers. Two    
general    membership  meetings 
are held each year and a number  
of field trips are scheduled each 
year to areas rich in botanical     
interest.  The newsletter is         
published quarterly. Contributions 
to the newsletter are welcome and 
may be mailed or emailed 
(johnscott302@aol.com) to the   
editor. Membership is $8 for            
individuals or $11 for two                
members of the same address              
per annum or $23 and $31,              
respectively, for three years.    

� � � �������  

  

Don’t forget to check the web site < www.dvfws.org > for the color version of the          
newsletter and last minute changes. If we have your email address we email changes          
and corrections.  

The web master 
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Saturday, May 22:  Jenkins Arboretum http://www.jenkinsarboretum.org/  

and Private Garden Jeffersonville PA. See first page (9) for details. 
 Meeting Place:  10:00A.M. at the home of George & Bobbie Makovetz. 
 Trip Coordinators:   George & Bobbie Makovetz 
 RSVP Required:   Phone:  610-539-0985 or E-Mail:  GMakovetz@MSN.COM 

When you leave a message, please indicate the names of each of the people who will be coming                       
and how you would like to contacted in case of severe weather or an emergency.  
1:00 P.M.   A trip to Jenkins Arboretum in Devon, approximately 20 minutes away.                                
(Directions will be provided on May 22nd.) 

 

 Monday, June 7:  Fulshaw Craeg Preserve, Green Lane, Montgomery County, PA 
  http://www.natlands.org/preserves/preserve.asp?fldPreserveId=56 
 Meeting Place:  10: A.M. Unami Creek Park in Sumneytown 
 Leader:  Janet Novak, 215-248-2642 (home) or 215-534-6700 (cell). 
 

The Fulshaw Craeg Preserve, owned by the Natural Lands Trust, features lovely scenery and a high               
diversity of wildflowers, many of which are uncommon in the region. We will visit meadows (both                
wet and dry), and woods. One meadow should be pink with meadow phlox (Phlox maculata). Other              
highlights in the meadows include green dragon (Arisaema dracontium), violet wood-sorrel (Oxalis 
violacea), gold star (Hypoxis hirsuta), and devil’s bit (Chamaelirium luteum). In the woods are starry 
campion (Silene stellata), lyre-leaf sage (Salvia lyrata), and abundant black cohosh (Actaea/Cimicifuga 
racemosa). At the end of the trip, those who are interested can see a boulder field. This boulder field,           
almost devoid of vegetation in its center, is ringed with polypody fern (Polypodium sp.), marginal               
woodfern (Dryopteris marginalis), and a bit of pale corydalis (Corydalis sempervirens).  

 Directions:  Meet at Unami Creek Park in Sumneytown. From the Philadelphia area, take 476 north to exit 31.                     
At the exit, bear right to get onto highway 63 west towards Harleysville. Drive 8.2 miles                              
(into Sumneytown), then turn right at the fork onto Geryville Pike. Drive 0.2 miles, then turn right                
onto Swamp Creek Road. Unami Creek Park will be almost immediately on your right; park in the                      
parking area along the road. We will carpool the short distance to the preserve. 

 Conditions:  The trip will involve around a mile of walking. The terrain is mostly level or gently sloped. However,           
the ground may be damp, and there is one tricky stream crossing. I recommend boots or shoes you                 
don’t mind getting wet, and perhaps a walking stick.  

 

Saturday, June 26:   Whittingham Wildlife Management Area, Warren County, NJ 
  Combined trip with DVFWS & NY Chapter—American Fern Society 
 
  http://www.nynjtc.org/park/whittingham-wildlife-management-area 
  www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/pdf/wmamaps/whittingham.pdf  
 
 Time:  10:00 A.M.  
 Trip coordinator: Otto Heck, 908-996-2598    
 
 Directions:  From the west (PA) go east on I80 though the Delaware Water Gap to exit 19 North (Route 517, Allamuchy). 

From the east (NY) go west on I80 and take exit 19 North. Follow Route 517 north to Andover. Go north                  
(left) on US 206. Follow US 206 north to the stop light at Fredon-Springdale Road (3.1 miles). Go left on                      
Fredon-Springdale Road as it winds west to Ridge Road (CR519). Go left (south) on Ridge Road                               
approximately 2.1 miles which is fairly straight until it bends left and they right. The gravel entrance lane                  
to the west Wittingham parking area will be on your left. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         (Continued on page 16) 
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 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 

The membership database has been updated with corrections submitted for the January                      
directory and Alice-Blake’s recent additions. 

  

We have approximately 78 memberships many of them dual or family. 

We have a few mailings to other societies. 

We have only 3 non renewals. 

We have gained a number of members since the Philadelphia Flower Show. 

And we have gained several reinstatements. 

 

Members: 105; memberships: 83 

John Scott 

  

PS: hopefully I've gotten all the new and reinstated members in the email list. 

If you want the January newsletter it is online at  www.dvfws.org or I can email it to you. 

If you want a paper copy let me know. 

 

New members should have been getting emails since January and after. 

If not please email John Scott: johnscott302@aol.com 

Recent newsletters are available at the web site: www.dvfws.org  
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Flower Show Report 
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(Flower Show, continued on page 14) 

 Installing the riser:  from L to R:   
 Tom Whitefield (moving fast), our son Tom Tomer. 
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(Flower Show, continued from page 13) 

(Flower Show, continued on page 15) 

Installing background:  from L to R:  John A. (back to cam-
era), Mark the union carpenter (on ladder), our son Tom 
(rolling out the background). 

John (the "master") Albright mixing paint 

Painting:  from L to R:  Bill Bondinell, Jean Weiler, Kathy Klein, & Tom 
Whitefield (in background) 
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(Continued from page 14) 

Spr i ng  2010  I ssue  

Planting:  from L to R:  Jack Scheiber, Tom Whitefield. 
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minutes away. (Directions will be provided on May 22nd.) 
Summary: 

The home and gardens of Bob and Marilyn were featured in both the 2008 Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s garden tour, and the 
Spring 2008 issue of Montgomery County Town and Country Living Magazine. 

Their gardens are a labor of love for both of them.  While the house was in Bob’s family for over          70 years, the gardens were 
completely refurbished in the last 10 years after both undertook extensive training in landscape design. 

While lunch is being set out, the group is invited to see the approximately 200 ferns in George                 & Bobbie’s garden.  These 
include Autumn Fern, Christmas Fern, Dixie Wood fern, Ghost Fern, Japanese Beech Fern, Japanese Holly Fern, Korean 
Rock Fern, Lady ferns, Mexican Male Fern, Ostrich Fern, Royal Fern, Sensitive Fern, Shaggy Shield Fern, Tassel Fern,                 
and a few others. 

Jenkins Arboretum and Gardens is a wonderland of color in the Spring.  While it is probably best remembered by the average                
visitor for its magnificent displays of Azaleas and Rhododendrons, it is a treasure house of wildflowers and ferns.                            
I n addition, over 109 species of birds have been identified. 

Admission and parking are free, however a small donation would be greatly appreciated.  Restrooms are available and all paths                  
are paved. 

Directions: 

Locate the intersection of Main St. (1800 west) and Whitehall Road in Jeffersonville (West Norriton Township) 19403, which                
appears on many maps. [Main Street runs through the center of Norristown from east to west.]  From Main Street turn on to                      
Rittenhouse Blvd. which is approximately 200 feet east of the intersection of Main Street and Whitehall Road. [Rittenhouse Blvd. 
only occurs on the south side of Main Street. Heading west on Main Street, you will pass the Reformed Church of the Ascension               
on the left, or South side) just before Rittenhouse Blvd.] Continue down Rittenhouse Blvd. through two STOP signs. The meeting 
place, 481 Rittenhouse Blvd., is the second house on the right. 

Note: When entering information into your GPS or navigational system, be sure to enter 
Rittenhouse Blvd., and not Street or Road. 

(May 22nd, continued from page 9) 
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  Conditions:  You will need magnifier, binoculars, walking stick, boots, hat, lunch and beverage, insect (tick) repellant.               
A short hike over rolling landscape (fields) will bring us to the limestone sink holes with calciphilic ferns                      
in a forested area. Do not wear shorts. 

 

Note: the best eatery with a rest room is after you get off I80 in the small town of Allanuchy on the west of 
Route 517 on Johnsonburg Road. They have excellent breakfast, lunch and sandwiches. They are frequented           
by locals, sportsmen and naturalists. It is an easy off and back to route 517 north. 

 
 
Saturday, Sept. 18:   Dunnfield Creek, Delaware Water Gap, NJ 
   Trip coordinator:  Otto Heck  908-996-2598  
 
 
  October 1-3:  Weekend at Pocono Environmental Education Center (PEEC)  
  see page 9     
  http://www.peec.org/ 
 
 Cost :  PEEC facilities fee - rooms for 2 nights and 6 meals - $119/ person. 
 Contact:  Donna Whilhelm, donnawilhelm@verizoin.net 
 
  If interested contact Donna ASAP for details. Deposits and reservations are due.  
  Watch emails for more details as the are available.  
 
 
October 23, 2010:  35th Anniversary Celebration, Williamson Restaurant in Horsham, PA 

This will be a luncheon/dinner meeting. In addition to lunch, there will be guest speakers,                   
displays, door prizes, and more.  More information will be forthcoming as we near the date.         
This meeting will take place in lou of our usual November meeting.  

 (Wittingham, continued from page 11) 
 

Wittingham Wildlife Management Area 
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Gardening problems, concerns?   
Need resources to solve pests, soil, plant disease, plant identifica-
tion or other gardening issues?  These and other questions can be                
answered through each state’s County Cooperative Extension              
Office and the Master Gardener volunteers.  Let me introduce              
you to the Master Gardener Volunteer program. 

 

Pennsylvania State University is the land-grant school under which 
the County Cooperative Extension agent and the master gardener 
program operate in Pennsylvania.  Since I live in Pennsylvania, I 
have provided more information on its program.  

  

“Mission Statement : The mission of the Penn State MG volunteer 
program is to support the Penn State Cooperative Extension by     
utilizing research-based information to educate the public on best 
practices in consumer horticulture and environmental                           
stewardship.” 

 

Need to know about deer resistant plants, shrubs or trees; which 
plants attract pollinators, interested in starting a rain garden or grow 
native plants and more, contact the master gardeners at your county 
extension office.    

 

If your question or problem cannot be answered at the local level,  
it can be referred to the University’s Department of Horticulture,             
College of Ag Science, and on to the US Dept of Agriculture.               
This support is true for each state’s program.     

 

You may also find contact information for your local extension      
office via phone or the Internet at the American Horticulture                  
 

 

 

Society website - AHS.org.  On the left side column look for                
Master Gardeners.  This will help link you to the programs in               
your state and county, and a list of resources for several states              
can be found at the end of this article.  

 

The AHS describes the Master Gardener program very well:  
“Master Gardeners assist with garden lectures, exhibits,                     
demonstrations, school and community gardening, phone                      
diagnostic service, research, and many other projects.”   

 

Some websites are listed below:  

 

Delaware http://ag.udel.edu/ncc/hort.html 

Pennsylvania http://extension.psu.edu/extmap.html    

 and    http://montgomery.extension.psu.edu/ 

Maryland http://mastergardener.umd.edu/local/index.cfm 

New Jersey http://njaes.rutgers.edu/county/ 

Virginia http://www.hort.vt.edu/mastergardener/ 

New York http://www.hort.cornell.edu/gardening/counties.html 

 

Take a moment to check out the various websites, you will find 
them to be valuable resources for handouts, soil tests, researched 
based information and more.    

 

Kathy Klein, Master Gardener Volunteer,                                           
Penn State Cooperative Extension, Montgomery Co. 
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(Minutes. continued on page 19) 
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(Minutes, continued from page 18) 
 

Bowman’s Hill Trip –  April 10, 2010   

        Virginia bluebells — Mertensia virginica     Yellow wakerobin — Trillium luteum 

photos by  Tom Whitefield 
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Natura l is t ’s  
Code 
Move nothing. 

Step on nothing but the path. 

Take nothing but photographs. 

John Scott, Editor 
55 Hertzog School Road 
Mertztown, PA 19539 

 

Climbing Fern  
Lygodium palmatum  


